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} Do You Know That: 
Thrush has been used extensively 
S a surname for a number of cen- 
uries. It owes its usage to the fact 
hat in ancient and medieval times, 
vhen most of the people were illiter- 
fale, it was common practice fo 

owners of inns, stores and the like td 
identify their places of business with] 
a readily observable and noticeable 
sign. In many instances such a sign 
bore the likeness of a bird such as a 
thrush and the proprietor of such an 
establishment was known as ‘‘John 
at the sign of the thrush.’’ Subse- 
quently, the proprietor became 
known as John Thrush. 

Leonard Thrush (1760-1842) 
served as a private in the Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania, militia during 
the Revolutionary War. He was born 
and died in Cumberland County. 

The first census of the United 
States, taken in 1790, has five listings 
of persons by the name of Thrush 
who were residents of Pennsylvania 
and heads of families at that time, all 
of whom lived in Cumberland Coun- 
ty. In contrast, the census records of 
Virginia for the same year have no re- 
ferences to persons by the name of 
Thrush. 

Sixty years later, the Virginia Cen- 
sus Records for the year 1850 con- 
tained eight listings of persons by the 
name of Thrush, four of whom lived 
in Hampshire County. The latter 
were Benjamin Thrush of the 255th 
district; Michael Thrush of the 22nd 
district, and Peter Thrush and Rich- 
ard Thrush of the 259th district. 

Among the early marriages in 
Hampshire County was that of Mi- 
chael Thrush and Catharine Umstott 
on March 1, 1824. 

Dr. Morrish Clayton Thrush 
(1876-1956), a physician of note, 
practiced his profession in Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 

Homer Arthur Thrush was born in 
Wabash County, Indiana on April 
28, 1880 and achieved considerable} 
success as an interior and industrial- 
ist. In 1921 he organized H. A. 
Thrush Company, Peru, Indiana, for 
the manufacture and sale of heating 
specialties, including temperature 
controls, valves, water heaters and al- 
lied products, for some of which he 
received U.S. patents. From an orig- 
inal plant occupying 4,000 square 
feet of floor space, the company grew 
to several buildings occupying 60,000 
square feet of floor space. He estab- 
lished and financed the H. A. Thrush 
Foundation, a charitable organiza-: 
tion for the education and health of 
youth and other worthy deeds, 

Lawrence B. Thrush, a distin- 
suished physician and certified spe- 
sialist in surgery, practices his, ’ profes- 
ion in Clarksburg, West Virginia. 

Peter Kent Thrush, a distinguished 
shysician and specialist in omthopedic 
ry, practices his prof sion in 
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